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10 leading transmission system operators 
launch joint initiative to reduce GHG emissions 

This GHG reduction effort will tackle their own carbon footprint while also addressing much greater 

opportunities at system level, driven by electrification and the integration of renewable electricity sources 

(RES). The joint initiative is supported by Amprion (DEU), APG (AUT), Elia Group (BE & DEU), Red Eléctrica 

(ES), RTE (FR), Swissgrid (CH), Tennet (NL & DEU) and Terna (IT). By mid-2021, these TSOs will publish a 

paper on how to further reduce GHG emissions in the interest of European society.  

 

A group of leading European TSOs plans to explain and further assess the role played by TSOs in decarbonising the 

energy system. The result of the joint initiative announced today will be a paper to be completed by mid-2021 and 

disseminated at a dedicated event. The paper will clarify: 

 

— TSOs’ plans and direct initiatives for continuing to reduce the carbon footprint of their own activities and control-

ling the carbon footprint of their value chains; 

— how TSOs enable secure electrification and RES integration while contributing to the decarbonisation of the en-

ergy system as a whole, and how these contributions can be assessed and monitored under a common frame-

work; 

— the most efficient instruments to be implemented and/or supported by TSOs that should be fully activated in the 

public interest to enable the decarbonisation of the energy system. 

 

TSOs can contribute massively to system-level GHG emission reduction 

 

Electricity is one of the most cost-effective decarbonisation solutions in many sectors of the economy, thanks to its 

intrinsic efficiency and its direct link with renewable generation.  

 

TSOs can contribute to GHG emission reduction in two ways: by reducing the direct GHG emissions of their own ac-

tivities and, more significantly, by playing a key role in reducing emissions at energy system level, through RES inte-

gration, electrification of demand and cross-sectoral integration. The full potential of RES integration can only be real-

ised if grid expansion is accelerated and RES are part of the energy market design. These are driving key transfor-

mations towards achieving Europe’s long-term decarbonisation targets. 
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Innovation – a critical factor in TSOs’ active role 

 

Being a key player in the energy transition poses a new challenge for European TSOs. They must implement innova-

tive solutions to deal with electrification and RES integration, while at the same time reducing the carbon footprint of 

their own activities and controlling the carbon footprint of their value chain1. As a result, there is a need for the timely 

development of an innovative grid infrastructure that incorporates innovative flexible tools in the public interest. 

 

Joining forces for a common approach 

 

Despite their major contribution to GHG emission reduction, TSOs’ key role is not often fully recognised or well docu-

mented at European level.  

 

Most of the focus and efforts are still within the bounds of TSOs’ activities, for which the GHG emission inventory is 

standardised (GHG protocol). Increasing TSOs’ ambitions for GHG targets, sustainability plans and the implementa-

tion of enabling instruments requires a joint approach and enhanced cooperation on how to classify and measure 

system-level GHG emission reduction. 

 

Our collective thinking is the basis of an approach, which we want to be as inclusive as possible in order to address 

very concretely the current challenges for reducing the carbon footprint, with all TSOs and with all the stakeholders 

and decision makers through an open dialogue. 

 

                                                           

 

 

1 In accordance with Scope 1, 2 and 3 of the GHG emission protocol. 
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About Elia Group 

 

One of Europe's top five players  

Elia Group is active in electricity transmission. We 

ensure that production and consumption are bal-

anced around the clock, supplying 30 million end us-

ers with electricity. With subsidiaries in Belgium (Elia) 

and the north and east of Germany (50Hertz), we op-

erate 19.271 km of high-voltage connections. As 

such, our group is one of Europe‘s top 5. With a reli-

ability level of 99.999%, we give society a robust 

power grid, which is important for socio-economic 

prosperity. We also aspire to be a catalyst for a suc-

cessful energy transition towards a reliable, sustaina-

ble and affordable energy system.  

 

We make the energy transition happen 

By expanding international high-voltage connections 

and integrating ever-increasing amounts of renewa-

ble energy production, Elia Group promotes both the 

integration of the European energy market and the 

decarbonisation of our society. Elia Group is also in-

novating its operational systems and developing 

market products so that new technologies and mar-

ket parties can access our grid, thus making the en-

ergy transition happen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the interest of society 

As a key player in the energy system, Elia Group is 

committed to working in the interest of society. We 

respond to the rapidly changing energy mix, i.e. the 

increase in renewable energy, and constantly adapt 

our transmission grid. We also ensure that invest-

ments are made on time and within budget, with a 

maximum focus on safety. When we carry out our 

projects, we manage stakeholders proactively by es-

tablishing two-way communication with all affected 

parties very early on in the development process. We 

also offer our expertise to our sector and relevant au-

thorities to build the energy system of the future.  

 

International focus 

In addition to its activities as a transmission system 

operator, Elia Group provides various consulting ser-

vices to international customers through its subsidi-

ary Elia Grid International (EGI). Elia is also part of 

the Nemo Link consortium that operates the first sub-

sea electrical interconnector between Belgium and 

the UK.  

 

The Group operates under the legal entity Elia 

Group, a listed company whose core shareholder is 

the municipal holding company Publi-T. 

 

More information: eliagroup.eu 


